Using one study published in a peer-reviewed journal (not already used for class), write a critical review of the study using the grid below. Be careful to use a study published after 2015 that uses a Social Psychology perspective to analyze a qualitative or a quantitative data source (or both) in the text. Do not use a book chapter or a paper published in a scientific journal that does not present data (ex. theoretical papers, literature reviews, book reviews, editorials).
The objective of this work is to think critically about the scientific usages of Social Psychology theories. It gives you the opportunity to think about the author’s perspective, choices, usage of data, and presentation of analysis/results. Does the article present a clear argument? Is the stated goal of the article in line with the utilised theory and analysis? What data is used to support the argument? What does the article teach us about the link between agency and social structure? Does the selected theory help us better understand the object of the paper? If so, how? If not, why not?
To find an article, go to a scientific journal article searching tool, such as the University of Ottawa library website or Google Scholar. There, use a keyword indicating a Social Psychology theory from the list indicated below (Keyword 1 list) and a social phenomenon from the Keyword 2 list indicated below to find a scientific journal article that uses the chosen theory to analyze the selected phenomenon. For a more efficient search, used the “Advanced Search” option and add your keywords in the indicated fields. Be sure to select the “AND” function to narrow down you search. In the “Material Type” section select “Articles” and in the “Start Date” section write “2015”.
[image: ]
Advice – To find articles that present a data analysis, find an article, open it, and identify the methods section. If an article discusses methods, it will most likely also present statistical graphs or use quotes from participants. If this is the case, it is suitable for this exercise.
Keyword 1 (one choice): Symbolic Interactionism, Social Structure and Personality, Group Processes
Keyword 2 (one choice): Schooling, Deviance, Lifestyle, Trespassing, Military, Violence, Bullying, Depression, Marginalization, Discrimination, Work, Love, Friendship, Dating, Ageism, Classism, Sexism, Racism, Ableism, Activism, Political Engagement, Consumer Habits, Shopping, Social Media, Drug Use, Public Transit Use
Grid
[bookmark: _GoBack]To receive full marks, fill the grid below with the requested information. Answers should be direct and to the point. All students that offer thoughtful, easy to understand, answers will receive full marks. We recommend the use of an active voice in the redaction of this work. The pronouns "I" or "my" help make the writing more personal and easier to follow. Your answers may be point form.
	1. Complete reference of the article
Present in standard citation format, following APA guidelines. (the most detailed APA guideline online can be found here.)
	/1

	2. What is the object of the article?
Describe the social phenomenon studied in the article and explain the author’s justification for studying it (problem statement, hypothesis). What is main message communicated by the article?
	/2

	3. What are the key theoretical elements utilized by the author?
Explain the author’s perspective on social psychology and enumerate the key theoretical components identified in the paper.
	

	4. What data is used to support the analysis?
Identify the data source and the main methods used to gather the data. Does the author use quantitative or qualitative methods? What are these methods?
	

	5. What are the key points of the author’s analysis?
Explain how the author answers their research question. Does the analysis discuss behaviour, attitudes, or beliefs? Does it link individual agency to social structure? Is it convincing? Is it data-driven? How is the data used to strengthen the argument?
	/1

	6. In 300 to 500 words, provide a comment about the article.
What is your opinion of this article? Do you think the author offers a compelling argument? Does the data justify the author’s analysis and conclusions? Do you think the selected Social Psychology theory was appropriate to study the phenomenon? Was it used efficiently? Do the results reflect your perception of reality? Does it change it? Have you learned anything from reading it?
Please include a word count for this section.
	/2

	Total
	/6
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Brigthspace Assignment #2

Critical Review of a Journal Article

Using one study published in  peer-reviewed journal (not already used for class), write a critical
review of the study using the grid indicated below. Be careful to use a social-psychology study
that presents a qualitative or a quantitative data source (or both) in the text. Do not use a book
chapter or a paper published in a scientific journal that does not present data (ex. theoretical
papers, literature reviews, book reviews, editorials).

The objective of this work is to think critically about the different components of a scientific
journal article. It seeks to give you the opportunity to identify the essential components of a
study as well as think about the author's perspective, choices, usage of data, and presentation
of analysis/results. Does the article present a clear argument? Is the stated goal of the article in
line with the utilised theory and analysis? What data is used to support the argument? What
does the article teach us about the link between social interactions and the social structure?
Does it help you understand your social world? If so, how? If not, why not?

To identify your article, go to the University of Ottawa library website. There, use one or more
the keywords indicated below to find a scientific journal article. For a more efficient research,
used the “Advanced Search” option and add your keywords in the indicated fields. Be sure to
add a new line for each keyword and select the “AND” or “OR” function to narrow down you
research. In the “Material Type" section, select “Articles”





